Standard Operating Procedure (SOP): Kitchen
Equipment Startup and Safety Check

This SOP details the kitchen equipment startup and safety check process, covering the inspection, preparation,
and testing of all kitchen appliances and tools before use. It includes verifying equipment functionality, ensuring
cleanliness and proper assembly, checking electrical and gas connections, and adhering to safety protocols to prevent
accidents and equipment malfunction. The objective is to guarantee a safe and efficient kitchen environment for all
personnel by minimizing risks and promoting proper equipment operation.

1. Scope

This procedure applies to all kitchen staff responsible for operating, cleaning, and maintaining kitchen equipment,
including but not limited to ovens, stoves, fryers, refrigerators, mixers, slicers, and dishwashers.

2. Responsibilities

¢ Kitchen Staff: Perform equipment checks and report any issues.
¢ Supervisors/Chefs: Ensure compliance with SOP and address equipment concerns promptly.
¢ Maintenance Personnel: Resolve identified equipment malfunctions or hazards.

3. Required Materials and Tools

e Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): gloves, apron, safety goggles (as needed)
¢ Cleaning supplies (cloths, sanitizers, brushes)
¢ Inspection checklist

4. Procedure

1. Preparation:

o Wear appropriate PPE.

o Obtain the kitchen equipment startup checklist.
2. Visual Inspection:

o Check for visible damage, leaks, or worn parts on all equipment.

o Ensure all safety guards are present and properly fitted.
3. Cleanliness and Assembly:

o Verify equipment is clean and free of food residues or obstructions.

o Properly assemble/disassemble parts as required (e.g., mixer attachments, blades).
4. Connection and Power Check:

o Inspect electrical cords, plugs, and switches for safety.

o For gas appliances, check hoses and connections for leaks or damage.

o Ensure appliances are plugged in or connected to power/gas before use.
5. Functionality Test:

o Switch equipment on/off to confirm operational readiness.

o Listen for unusual noises or irregular operation.
6. Safety Features Check:

o Test safety devices such as emergency stops, door interlocks, gas shutoff valves.
7. Reporting:

o Document all findings on the checklist.

o Immediately report malfunctioning or unsafe equipment to supervisors.

5. Kitchen Equipment Startup and Safety Checklist
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6. Safety Notes

¢ Never operate faulty or unsafe equipment.

e Ensure all staff are trained on emergency shutdown procedures.
¢ Keep the area around electrical and gas equipment clear of flammable materials.
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