Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)
Emergency Response and Safety Drills

1. Purpose

This SOP details the procedures for emergency response and safety drills, including planning, conducting, and
evaluating drills to prepare staff for potential emergencies. It covers roles and responsibilities, communication protocols,
evacuation routes, use of safety equipment, and post-drill review processes to enhance overall safety awareness and
readiness within the organization.

2. Scope

This SOP applies to all employees, contractors, and visitors within the organization's premises.

3. Roles and Responsibilities

Role Responsibilities

Plan and schedule drills

Maintain records of drills and evaluations
Ensure all procedures are up to date
Report findings to management

Safety Officer

e Ensure team participation in drills
Department Heads e Communicate drill instructions to team members

e Participate in all drills
e Follow instructions and evacuation routes

Employees e Report any hazards or issues observed during drills

4. Emergency Drill Procedures

1. Planning
o Develop an annual drill schedule for various scenarios (fire, earthquake, lockdown, etc.).
o Update and communicate the Emergency Response Plan (ERP) to all staff.

2. Notification
o Inform staff of planned drills in advance, except for unannounced drills to test readiness.
o Clearly communicate start and end of drills to avoid confusion.

3. Execution

Initiate the drill following the ERP procedures.

Direct employees to use closest designated evacuation route and assembly point.
Use appropriate alarms and communication tools (PA system, radios).

Ensure the use of personal protective and safety equipment as required.
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4. Assembly & Accountability
o Supervisors account for all personnel at assembly points.
o Report missing persons immediately to the Safety Officer or designated coordinator.

5. Stand Down
o Announce the conclusion of the drill and authorize re-entry to the facility.

5. Use of Safety Equipment



e Know the locations and proper use of fire extinguishers, first aid kits, emergency exits, and alarm pull stations.
¢ Inspect all safety equipment before and after drills.
e Report damaged or missing equipment to the Safety Officer immediately.

6. Post-Drill Review Process

Conduct a debriefing session with all participants and observers.

Document strengths, weaknesses, and any issues encountered.

Assign action items for improvement and set deadlines for completion.

Update SOPs and ERP as necessary based on lessons learned.

Share drill results and improvement plans with staff to reinforce awareness and readiness.
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7. Communication Protocols

e Maintain clear and concise communication before, during, and after drills.
e Ensure all emergency contact lists are current and accessible.
e Use designated communication channels (e.g., radios, PA system, group messaging apps).

8. Records & Documentation

e Keep a log of all drills conducted, including date, time, type, participants, observations, and recommendations.
e Retention of records for at least three years or as required by regulations.

9. Revision & Approval

e This SOP shall be reviewed annually or after every emergency incident/drill for updates.
e Allrevisions must be approved by the Safety Officer and management.

Safety is everyone's responsibility. Participate actively and report all suggestions for improvement to your
Safety Officer.
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